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Important Dates: 

Tuesday, May 8th: All Middle Schoolers to Madison 7:30 AM to 5 PM 

Friday, May 11th: Middle Level Dance 6PM to 8PM 

Tuesday, May 15th at 7 PM:  CONCERT 
 Aldo Leopold School Gymnasium: Jazz Band and Show Choir 
 

Thursday, May 17th at 7 PM:  CONCERT 
 Aldo Leopold School Gymnasium:Fifth Grade Orchestra, Fifth Grade Band,  
Mixed Choir (Gretchen’s Choir), Beginning Band, and Concert Band (Band 1+2) 
 

Thursday, May 17th : 8th graders to Neville Public Museum 
 
Thursday, May 24th, at 7 PM: CONCERT 

Walter Theatre at St. Norbert College: Concert Choir (Ethan’s Choir), Middle  
School Orchestra, and Wind Ensemble will be performing. 
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Math 

 
Remember, your child has an excellent resource with the on-line textbook website 

my.hrw.com.  He or she can log into the site with his or her e-mail address and school ID 
number.  There are lesson-specific activities, videos, and practice problems that he or 
she can do when he or she wants help. 
 
6th Grade 

In Math 2, we have begun our investigation into Geometry. We have been working with 
area of various polygons as well as the volume of rectangular prisms. Looking ahead, we will be 
working with scale, area of circles and surface area. After Geometry, we will be exploring 
concepts related to statistics and probability. Concepts will include histograms, dot plots, box 
plots and random samples. We will also learn about both experimental and theoretical 
probability. 

As a reminder, you are able to monitor your child’s grades through the campus portal. 
Independent practice assignments are given nearly every day and are expected to be 
completed prior to coming to class. Students are encouraged to come see me during 1st Lunch 
and Learn for some extra help, or for a space to complete work.  I can also be available in the 
morning before school by appointment. 
 
7th Grade 

We have learned all about transformations. We have rotated, reflected and translated 
different figures. We are now tackling angle relationships of parallel lines that are cut by a transversal. 
We are using our algebra skills that we learned this year to help us find the measures of the angles 
created. We will be talking about the interior angle theorem and then jump into the pythagorean 
theorem to finish the year. 
 

Dreambox is an excellent individualized resource for your child. It can be accessed through 
launchpad. Students are able to play games that will help strengthen the math concepts that they are 
struggling with. As a research based program, we know that the best results are gained when students 
use Dreambox for a minimum of 60 minutes a week and complete a minimum of  7 lessons. Please 
encourage your child to spend  a little extra time at home with Dreambox. 
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KhanAcademy.com is still an excellent resource for parents to relearn concepts that their child is 
currently studying.  These links: 
Translations 
Complementary and Supplementary Angles 
Custom Search Angles, parallel lines, & transversals  
will take you to their website video series to help with these concepts 
 
8th Grade 
Period 3 Algebra 1 - with Tim Devine 

May continues our study of linear functions, starting with arithmetic sequences, but also 
moving on to operations on functions and linear inequalities.  

KhanAcademy.com remains an excellent resource for parents to relearn concepts that 
their child is currently studying.  This link: 
(https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/sequences/introduction-to-arithmetic-squences/v/e
xplicit-and-recursive-definitions-of-sequences) will take you to their website video series on 
sequences.  This link: 
(https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra2/manipulating-functions/combining-functions/a/intr
oduction-to-combining-functions) will take you to their website video series on functions.  And 
this link: 
(https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/two-variable-linear-inequalities/graphing-inequaliti
es/v/graphing-inequalities) will take you to their website video series on functions.  

Remember, your child has an excellent resource with the on-line textbook website 
my.hrw.com.  He or she can log into the site with his or her e-mail address and school ID 
number.  There are lesson-specific activities, videos, and practice problems that he or she can 
do when he or she wants help. 

 
Period 4 Algebra 1 - with Tim Devine 

May finds our class in the midst of graphing quadratics.  We’ll be learning about 
parabolas, vertices, and a variety of other quadratic-related terms.  Then we’ll turn our focus to 
piecewise functions and other nonlinear, non-quadratic functions. 

KhanAcademy.com remains an excellent resource for parents to relearn concepts that 
their child is currently studying.  This link: 
(https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/quadratics) will take you to their website video 
series on quadratics.  This link: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/absolute-value-equations-functions#piecewise-func
tions will take you to their website video series on piecewise functions. 

Remember, your child has an excellent resource with the on-line textbook website 
my.hrw.com.  He or she can log into the site with his or her e-mail address and school ID 
number.  There are lesson-specific activities, videos, and practice problems that he or she can 
do when he or she wants help. 
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Science: 
 

 

 

 

6th Grade with Amy J. and Scott- 

We have switched back to science class.  We began with a short unit on electricity,  including 
different types of circuits, electric currents, and magnetism.  Students will get a chance to create 
series and parallel circuits and will participate in activities with magnets.  Be sure to ask your sixth 
grader about the upcoming  science activities. 

Junior Achievement will begin soon.  This is a weekly program presented by a volunteer, Dick 
Hopfensperger.    The title of the program is “Global Marketplace” and the lessons will include: 
international trade, cultural aspects of business and how it varies from country to country,  and the 
impact of transportation and technology.  It will help students to understand how trade within and 
outside our country impacts our lives. 

Don’t forget, you can monitor your child’s progress through the campus portal.  I am always 
available during first Lunch & Learn to help students with their understanding of the material. 
 

Your child has an excellent resource with the on-line textbook by using the “Think 
Central” icon on their launchpad. He or she can log into the site with his or her e-mail address 
and school ID number.  There are lesson-specific activities, videos, and practice problems that 
he or she can do when he or she wants help. 

7th/8th Grade 

We are now studying the diversity of life. We will explore how living organisms are different 
and how they got that way. We will explore fossils and how they indicate changes over time. We will 

 

4 

 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/108742011973080031976?prsrc=4


 

 

learn how living things are classified and how to use a key to identify organisms. This will lead us to 
examine the basic characteristics of the  different kingdoms of life.  Adaptations, evolution, natural 
and artificial selection will be cornerstones of this trimester’s discussion.  We will have some in depth 
discussions about the different Domains and the organisms in them. Fungi, protists, bacteria, viruses, 
vascular and nonvascular plants will be among those being discussed.  

 
Your child has an excellent resource with the on-line textbook by using the “Think Central” icon 
on their launchpad. He or she can log into the site with his or her e-mail address and school ID 
number.  There are lesson-specific activities, videos, and practice problems that he or she can 
do when he or she wants help. 
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Social Studies

 
 

 

 

6th Grade: We have switched to a science unit but still have our social studies in current events 
and Junior Achievement.  In J. A. we are learning about the global marketplace.  We have 
learned thus far the our global economy is interdependent on other countries.  We have studied 
that what makes a business successful around the world is to be intune to the uniques cultural 
and social differences of each country we may do business in.  Our debate was a successful and 
we all know how to structure our conversation about various issues by being informed and clear 
with our intent. 
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7th Grade: 
The second round of students have begun their investigations into Latin America. Each 

student is researching a country in this region and planning a “dream vacation” to this 
destination.  Students will look into the resources and economy of this nation as well. By looking 
at globalization, students will see how countries around the world are interdependent and Latin 
America’s role in globalization.  

Later students will investigate a tribe of indigenous people native to these lands. 
Students will  make connections to land use and how urbanization is impacting the natural 
landscape and lives of the people who live there. By looking at deforestation in the area, 
students will be asked to conclude wether the modernization achieved through the use of the 
materials is worth the ecological tol on the planet. 

 Many of the classroom activities and assignments can be found in Bridget’s 
Google Classroom. 

 
8th graders 
 
In May, this group of 8th graders in World History will be completing their research papers and 
switching to their final project which is a group project where they learn about regional 
civilizations in areas around the world.  They will then be responsible for teaching lessons about 
their civilizations, designing a class game to review the concepts, and then assessing the class on 
what they’ve taught.  It’s a big undertaking, but the students get to work together in their final 
project of 8th grade social studies at Aldo. 

Your child can access their textbook online via the launchpad.  It is called McGraw Hill Education. 
It contains not only the textbook, but other valuable resources your child can use such as: 
review quizzes, enrichment videos and activities, and games.  Ask your child to give you a tour to 
show you all the fascinating things they can see and do. 
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Reading/ELA 6 
Jaime, Bridget, and Sarah 

Spring is hopefully on its way and we are looking forward to warmer weather!  In sixth 
grade we are working on fairy tales and understanding the elements.  In reading class we are 
doing a reader’s theatre presentation with fractured fairy tales.  Your students will be performing 
“Cinderfella”, “Little Red Gaming Hood “and “The Three Little Wolves”.  It is proving to be fun 
stretching our acting muscles and reading with expression. 

We are also working on more short story work in language arts class.  We have read 
some classic short stories and are understand the parts of those short stories that make them 
great.  Additionally, we will use what we have learning about voice, plot, characterization and 
dialogue to write our own version of short stories.  

ELA 7 
 In Seventh Grade ELA this past month we started Short Story Monday’s, in which we 
read and discuss dystopian short stories. During this past month the students have finished 
reading their historical fiction LDG (Learning Discussion Group) books and worked on finding 
the author’s argument, as well as, the evidence the author uses to support their argument. The 
students have begun the task of practicing research projects on their own. This includes finding 
credible sources, how to present research findings in their own words, and how to cite sources 
correctly. 
 

Moving forward the students will be practicing these research skills with their LDG 
groups, creating arguments of their own about their historical topic and finding credible evidence 
to support it. After working with their LDG groups for practice, the students will individually 
partake in an interdisciplinary unit with a social studies/language arts research project on an 
animal from Australia/Oceania.  
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ELA 8 
Jaime, Sarah & Alex 

We had to say goodbye to Lindsay as she moved on to East High School, but are feeling lucky 
that we still have Alex with us.  As we begin to look forward to high school, we will be focusing the rest 
of the year on our writing and making sure the students have the skills they will need to be successful 
in high school.  We are working on writing persuasive letters about the book The Hate U Give.  The 
students must convince the school board to allow the book to be read or to prohibit the reading of it. 
We will continue to explore using our voice in our writing and understanding the value of what we 
write. 

As many of you know, we are also reading books that have historically been banned or 
challenge in some way.  The students are excited because they think they are reading books that are 
controversial.  As you will see, many of these are time honored classics.  We will continue to work on 
reading and analyzing as we work on this unit.   

Finally, we will be finishing up the year with our final trip to The Neville Public Museum.  We 
will be going on May 17.  We are looking at getting a speaker from The Black Holocaust Museum in 
Milwaukee to speak to us about their organization and the work they do in Milwaukee. 

 

 

 MUSIC 

 
 
May is just around the corner, which means it is time for our spring concerts. There will 

be nine ensembles performing next month, six in the first concert, and three in the second. Note 
that your child may be performing in both concerts. 
 

The first of these concerts takes place Thursday, May 17th, and will start at 7:00 pm. 
This concert will be taking place at the Aldo Leopold School Gymnasium. At this concert, the 
Fifth Grade Orchestra, Fifth Grade Band, Mixed Choir (Gretchen’s Choir), Beginning Band, and 
Concert Band (Band 1+2) will be performing. 
 

The second concert will be on Thursday, May 24th, and will start at 7:00 pm. 
This concert will be taking place at the Walter Theatre at St. Norbert College.  At 
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this concert, the Concert Choir (Ethan’s Choir), Middle School Orchestra, and Wind Ensemble 
will be performing. 
 

Students should dress in all black for both concerts, just as the students dressed in 
December. Small accents of white or another color are acceptable, if necessary. Please don’t 
feel pressured to go out and buy a new outfit. For the first concert, plan on having students 
arrive not earlier that 6:30 no later than 6:40. They should report to the music room to pick up 
their instruments and prepare their music. From there we will have different waiting areas clearly 
marked where 
they will report. 
 

For the second concert, students need to arrive at St. Norbert College, at the Walter 
Theatre at 4:00 pm the afternoon before the concert. They can be dropped off at the 3rd Street 
entrance. There will be no bus taking them. Students will be setting up and rehearsing there. 
There will be time for students to have dinner before the concert. We are in need of someone to 
video record the concerts. Please contact me if you are willing to help!  

 
Please continue to encourage your child to practice on a regular basis to ensure the best 

performance they can give during these concerts. These students have been working very hard 
to prepare for these concerts, and we can’t wait to share our music with you. It has been a 
wonderful year at Aldo, and I thank you for all your support! Please let me know if you need any 
information regarding the concerts or the music program in general. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Ethan Zick & Gretchen Berger 
 
448-2140 
 
Email:ejzick@gbaps.org     glberger@gbaps.og 

 
 

 

 

 

10 

 

mailto:ejzick@gbaps.org
mailto:glberger@gbaps.og

